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UKFC Kayak Fishing Festival 2019 

Cell: 084 405 0301 (Jamie Wardell – Chairman)

 Email: ukfc11@gmail.com

Competition Rules
In addition to the rules published on the entry form the following rules will apply for the UKFC Kayak Fishing Festival 2019. 

Interpretation and enforcement of these rules shall be left exclusively to the UKFC Committee. In the event of a rule violation, the UKFC Committee or a rules committee may impose such sanctions as deemed appropriate by them, including without limitation, disqualification, forfeiture of prizes, entry fee and prohibition from participation in future UKFC tournaments. Subject to the protest and appeal process set forth in below, the decision of the UKFC Committee, or the rules committee, shall be final in all matters.

​BY REGISTERING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE UKFC KAYAK FISHING FESTIVAL 2019, ANGLERS CERTIFY THAT THEY HAVE READ THE COMPETITION RULES AND SHALL ABIDE BY THEM.
​​
Entering and competition briefing

· Anyone who would like to enter the comp may do so by filling in the entry form, signing the indemnity and scanning it back to us with proof of payment to ukfc11@gmail.com 
· Please use your first initial and surname as a reference for the payment. 

· Payments must be deposited into the UKFC Club account (Bring your POP to the briefing): 

· Account Name: Umgeni Kayak Fishing Club 

· Bank: First National Bank 

· Branch: Durban North 

· Branch Code: 220426 

· Account Number: 62086106963 

· Any unrecognizable references will have to wait at the back of the queue at the briefing. 

· Entry fee for the competition is R400 per angler before 15 April 2019, thereafter entry fee will be R600 per angler. 

· You may also enter at the briefing; however the rule above still applies. 

· The first 125 competitors to enter and pay for the competition, will receive a well thought out and generously stocked Goodie Bag, making your entry fee well worth it. There won't be any T-shirts or Rash vests in the Goodie Bags as the money has been used to secure better prizes instead. These will be limited to the first 125 entries only (based on the clubs bank statement) 

· Briefing, Weigh-in and Prize Giving will all be at the Umhlanga Ski Boat Club, 75 Twilight Dr, Umhlanga 

· Briefing will be on Friday the 3rd of May from 18:30. 
Boundaries and Launching/Beaching Rules: 

Saturday and Sunday Morning Sessions: 

Competitors may launch and/or beach form the following sites only (no other sites are permitted), on the Saturday and Sunday Morning Sessions only: 

· Umhlanga, (Eastmore Cresant Car Park Only) 

· Umdloti, (Chain Pool Only) 

· Westbrook, (Main Beach Only) 

· Salmon Bay, (Main Beach Only) 

· Salt Rock (Main Beach Only)

· Tinley Manor, (South Beach Only, No Launching or beaching from Umhlali Ski Boat Club!!!!) 

· Blythdale, (Main Beach Only, No Launching or beaching from Jex Estate allowed!!!!) 

· Zinkwazi, (Main Beach Only) 

Morning Launches
· All Competitors to report to the beach they plan to launch from before 5:30 for check in and for ski inspections. Once inspected you will be given a tag which must be kept for the beaching inspection. 

· Launching is from 6:00am only once all competitors have been checked in. Anyone launching before this or in the dark, will be disqualified. 

· Weigh-in times on Sat will be at 11:30 – 12:00 and from 16:00 -16:30. Sunday weigh-in will open at 11:30 and will close at 12:00 sharp!!! 

· Anyone who is not at the weigh-in themselves with their own fish will have their fish disqualified from the competition. 

· All weigh-in’s are compulsory for all anglers who have launched for that particular session, once you have checked in with the weigh master and returned your launching tag, you are then free to leave if you like. If you did not launch during a particular session, you do not have to report back to the weigh area.
Competitor Safety Requirements and Rules: 

· All competitors must have a cell phone on board, with the emergency number supplied stored in it. (Will be supplied at the briefing) 

· All competitors must be wearing a life jacket when launching or beaching. Failure to do so will result in immediate disqualification from the competition. 

· No competitors are allowed more than 2.5Km offshore at any stage during the competition. Conditions will be assessed by our Safety Officer and his elected committee the night before each fishing day and a decision made on the launch for the following day. This will be updated via the competition whatsapp group. 

· Failure to comply with these rules will result in immediate disqualification from the competition. 

· All competitors are recommended to fish in groups of two or more, and to advise your Next of Kin about where you plan to fish the following day in case you don't make it back.
General Rules: 

· All competitors must be in possession of a valid fishing license. 

· All national legal size limits and quotas must be adhered to at all times. 

· No Shark, reef fish, Kingfish or Billfish species may be kept. 

· Kingfish and Billfish must be photographed and successfully released for the angler to be eligible for a prize. All photographs must be submitted to the committee who will decide the winner, based on the best photo and not necessarily the biggest looking fish. The committee’s decision is final!!!! 

· No Taxed, bitten, mauled or molested fish will be eligible for the prizes. 

· Minimum Fish Weight 3 Kg (Yellowfin Tuna 3.2Kg). 

· Game fish species to be clarified at briefing. 

· Any queries with regards to the rules may be clarified at the briefing. 

· All organizing committee decisions will be made democratically and are final. 

· Prize giving start on the Sunday from 14:00 at The Umhlanga Ski Boat Club, 2 Autumn Dr, Umhlanga.
· Kayaks shall not have motors of any kind.
· Every angler must use a rod and reel to catch all fish in the tournament. 
· No electric reels.
· No long lining from the kayak.
· No assistance from a boat either motorized or kayak that is not participating in the competition which includes providing bait or other support.
· No sharing rods.
· No splitting the winnings with another angler by sharing his or her fish.
· No diving from your kayak to spear a fish.
· Angler cannot buy a fish.
· Anglers may not pass rods to fellow kayak anglers once a fish has been hooked. A fish considered hooked once a strike occurs and the drag is engaging or the bail is closed.
· Tandem/Double kayaks are allowed, BUT each angler is competing against one another & each angler must pay an entry fee. Anglers cannot pass rods to the fellow kayak angler once a fish has been hooked. A fish considered hooked once a strike occurs and the drag is engaging or the bail is closed. 
​

SPORTMANSHIP

All anglers are expected to follow high standards of sportsmanship, courtesy, safety, and conservation. Any angler who displays poor sportsmanship, violates these rules, or any local laws, or brings unfavorable publicity to the sport of kayak fishing or UKFC will be disqualified and may be disqualified from participating in future competitions. This includes Social Media! 

Any act or inflammatory statement by any contestant that, in the opinion of the UKFC Committee, is detrimental to the operation of competition, damaging to organized event, to UKFC, or any of its sponsors, permitting agencies or their officers, during or after the event may result in temporary or permanent suspension and disqualification from all future UKFC events.
UKFC reserves the right to reject any angler’s registration at any time.

PROTEST AND APPEAL
All protests must be submitted in writing to the UKFC Committee on the day of the alleged violation by 5pm with a deposit of R100.00. If the alleged violation is found to have occurred, the deposit of R100.00 will be refunded. If the UKFC Committee finds no violation, the deposit will not be refunded. The decision of the UKFC Committee will be final.  

TOURNAMENT DISCRETION
The UKFC Committee reserves the right to implement their discretion at any time during the tournament as it may apply to the rules or any other circumstance that should arise during the course of the event. Unless otherwise provided for in the tournament rules, decisions and interpretations of the tournament director shall be final.

POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION
By entering the tournament all anglers voluntarily consent to submit to a polygraph examination as deemed necessary by UKFC Committee. Any angler who refuses to take a polygraph or provides untruthful answers as determined by the examiner will be disqualified from the tournament without further notice. Such a disqualification will eliminate payment or provision of any prize money, awards, and/or refund of entrance fees. Anglers requested to take a polygraph examination shall be responsible to pay all costs incurred.  

TOURNAMENT CANCELLATION, ENTRY

UKFC reserves the right to cancel and/or reschedule the event. In case of bad weather, the UKFC Committee will reschedule the event at a different date. Any schedule adjustment due to inclement weather will be made at the sole discretion of the UKFC. No refunds will be made in the event of cancellation. There are NO refunds once an angler is registered (signed up).  


RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS

 It is expressly understood that all participants of the UKFC Kayak Fishing Festival participate voluntarily and at their own risk.  Each registered participant, on behalf of other family members and/or executors, agrees to release and hold harmless UKFC, its agents, employees, committee, sponsors, and all other persons connected directly or indirectly with operation of said event from any and all liability for libel, slander, loss, damage, negligence, harm, injury, or death suffered by any participant, entrant, sport fishermen, their companions, vessels or their equipment during the event.


Prize Allocation Breakdown: (Only one angling related prize per angler):

· 1st Place: Biggest game fish weighed (excludes Bill fish & Kingfish). 

· 2nd Place: (Next biggest game fish weighed of either a Couta, Tunny, Snoek or Other. Excluding species in 1st place. Also excludes Kingfish & Billfish.) 

· 3rd Place: (Next biggest game fish weighed of either a Couta, Tunny, Snoek or Other. Excluding species in 1st & 2nd places. Also excludes Kingfish & Billfish.) 

· 4th Place: (Next biggest Game fish weighed of either a Couta, Snoek or Other. Excluding species in 1st, 2nd or 3rd places. Also excludes Kingfish & Billfish.) 

· Position 5th to 10th: (Next biggest game fish weighed of any type, excludes Kingfish & Billfish.) 

· Best Game Fish Released Photograph: must be successfully released!!! (UKFC Committee to vote based on the best photo, No Photo, No Prize). Can be any Kingfish or Bill Fish. 

· Top Lady Angler: (if applicable, must catch a fish to qualify) ( Top Junior Angler: (if applicable, must catch a fish to qualify) 

